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ALTO ADIGE — SÜDTIROL

Alto Adige – Südtirol is Italy’s northernmost wine region nestled in the Alps and Dolomite mountain
ranges. Thanks to its geographic location and bi-cultural heritage, Alto Adige – Südtirol is multi-
faceted and unlike any other winemaking region. 

Located between Austria and Switzerland on Italian soil, the region benefits from the best of both
worlds—a perfect balance of brisk Alpine air and Mediterranean sun. 20 different grape varieties
are rooted in elevations ranging from 600-3,300 ft. and 7 different growing zones spanning from 
cypress tree-filled landscapes in the south to terraced slopes at the foot of snow capped mountains
in the north. Coupled with a mosaic of soils, from volcanic porphyry to limestone, the region offers
high quality wines of authentic character.

Formerly a part of the Austria-Hungarian Empire,
the region became part of Italy after World War I;
today it is an autonomous region, which helps
preserve its distinct cultural and linguistic back-
ground. Both Italian and German are spoken in
the region and over two-thirds of the population
are native-German speakers. All signs for local
towns and villages and even the DOCs bear
names in both languages, wine labels are often
bilingual as well.

Alto Adige – Südtirol is also one of Italy’s smallest
wine regions with 13,300 total vineyard acres and
less than 1% of its total production. Despite the
region’s size, 98% of the wines are DOC/DOP
quality—the most in Italy, and it has the highest
percentage of “Three Glass” distinctions from the
prestigious Italian wine guide Gambero Rosso—
in relation to total vineyard area.

Born from the Mediterranean sun, shaped by the Alpine land-
scape, tended by experienced wine-growers, and prized through-
out the world: wines from Alto Adige — Südtirol.
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ALTO ADIGE — SÜDTIROL 
Key Facts

Main DOC Appellation Alto Adige – Südtirol DOC
Lago di Caldaro (Kalterersee) DOC

DOC Sub-appellations Alto Adige Valle Isarco DOC (Eisacktaler) DOC
Alto Adige Meranese (Meraner) DOC
Alto Adige Colli di Bolzano (Bozner Leiten) DOC
Alto Adige Santa Maddalena (St. Magdalener) DOC 
Alto Adige Val Venosta (Vinschgau) DOC
Alto Adige Terlano (Terlaner) DOC

Growing Zones Val Venosta Oltradige Bolzano
Merano Bassa Atesina Valle Isarco
Val d’Adige

Vineyard Area 13,300 acres   

Vineyard Altitude 600 feet – 3,300 feet

Soils Primarily volcanic porphyry, weathered primitive rock composed of
quartz and mica, limestone and dolomite, and sandy marl.

Climate Alpine-continental climate, but with a range of altitudes, there are
many microclimates. The towering peaks of the Alps and Dolomites
protect the region in the north from cold winds, while warmer 
influences from Lake Garda and the Mediterranean come up from
the south. As a result, there are significant day-night temperature
swings, with an average temperature of 64F during the growing
season.

Sunshine 300 days annually 

Annual Rainfall 31.5 inches annually 

Continued . . .
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Varieties 60% White and 40% Red  

Main White Varieties Pinot Grigio (11.9%), Gewürztraminer (10.7%),
Pinot Bianco (10.2%), Chardonnay (10.1%), Sauvignon Blanc (7.5%), 
Müller-Thurgau (3.8%), Kerner (1.9%), Moscato Giallo (1.7%), 
Sylvaner (1.3%), Riesling (1.5%), Grüner Veltliner (0.3%)

Main Red Varieties Schiava (13.7%), Lagrein (8.8%), Pinot Nero (8.4%), Merlot (3.5%),
Cabernet Sauvignon and Franc (2,9%), Moscato Rosa (0.2%),
other (1.7%) 

Production The region produces less than 1% of Italy’s total production, 70%
of Alto Adige - Südtirol’s wines come from 12 quality-driven coop-
eratives, 25% is produced by 33 wine estates and 5% comes from
100 independent winegrowers.

Key Dates 500 BC: Archeological finds of pruning hooks and ladles show
wine grapes being grown 
15 BC: The Romans build upon the wine culture advanced by the
Rhaetians (local Alpine inhabitants) 
ca. 1850: Introduction of Burgundy varieties by Archduke Johann
as well as Bordeaux varieties
1893: First Cooperative Founded in Andriano
1919: Alto Adige - Südtirol becomes a region of Italy, after being
part of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire for centuries 
1975: Recognition of Alto Adige – Südtirol DOC
Since 1980: Transition to quality focus through modern technolo-
gies & methods and a drastic reduction of yields
Today: Alto Adige – Südtirol is the leading white wine region in
Italy in awards and ratings—in relation to total vineyard area

Harvest Size 2015: ~3.6 million cases 
2016: ~3.9 million cases 
2017: ~3.1 million cases 

Export share 1/3 of production

Main export markets 1. Germany 2. United States 3. Switzerland
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ALTO ADIGE — SÜDTIROL 
Grapes 

The varied landscape and growing conditions of Alto Adige – Südtirol makes it possible to cultivate
around 20 different grape varieties, including 3 indigenous grapes. The resulting wines are terroir and
variety specific, while all sharing a strong mineral driven regional character.

White Grape Varieties 

In addition to the below key grapes, the region also grows Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Sylvaner,
Müller-Thurgau, Kerner, Gruner Veltliner, Riesling and Moscato Giallo. Together the whites account
for 60% of the region’s vineyard area, compared to 30% two decades ago. 

Pinot Bianco has been grown in Alto Adige – Südtirol since the 1850s. It is also known by its German
name, Weissburgunder.  1,364 acres (10.2%) are planted primarily in Oltradige, Bassa Atesina and 
Val d’Adige. 

Pinot Grigio is the most cultivated white
variety in the region with 1,579 acres (11.9%)
planted primarily in Bassa Atesina and 
Oltradige. It is also known by its German
names, Ruländer or Grauburgunder.

Gewürztraminer is said to have originated
from the Alto Adige – Südtirol winegrowing
village of Tramin (known also as Termeno).
The term traminer has been known
throughout the German speaking world
since the 13th century. There are 1,425 acres
(10.7%) under vine, primarily in Bassa
Atesina, Oltradige and Val d’Adige.

Continued . . .
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 Red Grape Varieties 

Red varieties make up 40% of
Alto Adige – Südtirol’s vineyard
area. The assortment includes
the native Schiava and Lagrein,
noble Bordeaux and Burgundy
varieties —Cabernet Sauvignon
& Franc, Merlot and Pinot Nero
(Noir), as well as Malvasia and
Moscato Rosa. 

Schiava, also known as Vernatsch or Trollinger, was first documented in the Middle Ages. This 
indigenous grape has played a central role in the region’s winegrowing since the 16th century. It is
the most grown variety and primarily pergola trained, which can support the heavier bunches and
provide ample shade. 1,818 acres (13.7%) are planted primarily in Bolzano, Oltradige, Merano and
Bassa Atesina. 

Pinot Nero  has been grown in the region since the middle of the 19th century. Also known by its 
German name, Blauburgunder. 1,111 acres (8.4%) are grown primarily in Bassa Atesina and Oltradige.

Lagrein, another indigenous grape, needs warmth to
ripen and is deeply rooted in Bolzano, which has
steady sunshine and can see temperatures of up to
104F in the summer. 1,166 acres (8.8%) are cultivated
primarily in Bolzano and Bassa Atesina.

VINEYARD AREA BY VARIETY 2017
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ALTO ADIGE — SÜDTIROL 
Specialties and Cuisine

Apples
The region’s central valleys between the Adige and Isarco rivers form Europe’s largest self-contained
apple-growing area, with 45,000 acres at altitudes ranging from 820 to 3,280 feet. 2 million pounds
a year come from the region, which is one-third of Italy’s apple production.

Speck
Speck is a highly prized specialty in and of the region. The production process combines 
two methods: the Mediterranean (air-drying) and Northern European (smoking) techniques. 
29 authorized producers craft this delicacy, which is a key ingredient in regional dishes and makes
for a great appetizer paired with a glass of Schiava.  

Dairy
Alto Adige – Südtirol has 12,000 Alpine farms. Every day cooperatives and small dairies collect fresh
milk, for the production of butter, yogurt, cream cheese, and over 90 types of cheeses including
Dolomiti, Alta Badia, Pustertaler and Stelvio.

Cuisine
The Alto Adige – Südtirol cuisine combines
Germanic and Mediterranean influences,
for a unique and heralded gastronomy.  In
fact, Alto Adige enjoys more Michelin
stars than any other region in Italy. Some
classic dishes include Knödel—a type of
dumpling that can be made with a wide
range of ingredients such as potato, buck-
wheat, cheese, beets and even choco-
late—pork with sauerkraut and white
asparagus, brown breads made of wheat
and rye and fruit strudels.



ALTO ADIGE — SÜDTIROL 
Tourism
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With the spectacular Alps and majestic Dolomite Mountains, Alto Adige – Südtirol is considered one
of the most sought-after ski regions in the world for both downhill slopes and cross country trails.
In warm weather, ski areas become hiking routes, which offer breathtaking views of valleys of vine-
yards, shimmering lakes and medieval towns. Those visiting the region can explore preserved castles,
gardens, and hillside Gothic chapels.

Alto Adige – Südtirol is an ideal destination for epicurean travelers as well. By bike or car, visitors 
can follow the Weinstrasse, or Wine Road, for a picturesque tour through 16 wine villages and 
74 wineries. Alto Adige – Südtirol has a high concentration of Michelin-starred restaurants, that fea-
ture both classic and modern dishes. 

The region is also a top destination for spas and wellness retreats, offering traditional treatments such
as hay, milk, apple or wine baths.

For more Information on Alto Adige – Südtirol’s tourism, please visit: 
www.suedtirol.info/en
www.suedtiroler-weinstrasse.it/en

https://www.suedtirol.info/en
http://www.suedtiroler-weinstrasse.it/en
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ALTO ADIGE — SÜDTIROL 
Marketing

Alto Adige — Südtirol Wine Marketing 

The Alto Adige Wine Board was formed in 1975 by a group of winemaking companies to promote 
and strengthen the image of the wines from Alto Adige. The promotional campaigns are implemented
by IDM Südtirol / Alto Adige on behalf of the Consortium of Alto Adige Wines. The Alto Adige Wine
Board is active in Italy, Germany, Austria, England, Benelux, Switzerland, Russia, Japan, and in the
United States.

Alto Adige — Südtirol Wines PRORUS - Promoting wines in 
Russia and in the United States of America 

The objective of the PRORUS campaign, co-financed by the Italian State and the European Union, is
to increase overall awareness of the DOC wines from Alto Adige, demonstrate their versatility with
a wide range of foods, and showcase the diverse palette of wines that emanate from such a unique
winegrowing region.

For more information on the wines of Alto Adige – Südtirol visit:
www.altoadigewinesusa.com 
Facebook: AltoAdigeWine
Twitter: @AltoAdigeWines
Instagram: @AltoAdigeWines

www.altoadigewinesusa.com
www.facebook.com/AltoAdigeWine
https://twitter.com/altoadigewines
https://www.instagram.com/altoadigewines/



